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About the course 
If you have got an undergraduate degree in your chosen subject and are striving to become a 
secondary school teacher, then studying our one-year Secondary PGCE with QTS will help you on  
your way. You’ll develop your subject specialist knowledge alongside hands-on classroom 
experience. Successful completion of your PGCE course prepares you to start your first teaching post 
within a secondary school setting. Our course is designed to prepare you to teach pupils in the 11-18 
age range. 
 
The course programme is divided into two main themes: 
 
• Developing Specialist Subject Knowledge 
• Supporting Learning and Progress in the Secondary School 
 

Training with The Valley Learning Partnership (2HM) 
The Valley Learning Partnership has a strong focus on staff development and support. We pride 
ourselves in the bespoke provision offered to trainees and colleagues at differing stages of their 
careers and believe that life-long learning is the key to effective teaching and a happy workforce. The 
Valley Learning Partnership and its lead schools (Brighouse High School / The Brooksbank School) has 
a track record of developing skilled teachers who are fully equipped to enter the secondary phase of 
teaching, working with young people form the age of 11-18.  
 
If you are searching for a high quality, supportive and innovative school based route into teaching, 
The Valley Learning Partnership could very well be the place for you.  The school and its partner 
schools are easily accessible from a wide area including Leeds and Manchester yet are at the heart of 
the local community and, on choosing us; you will become part of that team and our community.   
 
Beyond the school itself, we have strong links and effective partnerships with schools in the local 
area and beyond and our work with The University of Huddersfield ensures that our trainees are 
always up to date with the latest developments in education and training. Our overarching aim is 
provide you with a route into one of the most rewarding professions and to ensure that your time 
training with us is memorable, enjoyable and equips you with the desire and the skills to become a 
key player in the next generation of teachers. 

 
What we are looking for… 
 A positive approach to life and ‘can-do’ attitude 
 A genuine enthusiasm for securing and safeguarding the best opportunities for young people 
 A commitment to life-long learning and a reflective approach to problems 
 Mental strength and resilience 
 Strength in the ability to communicate effectively and build strong relationships 
 High level of personal organisation 
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Interview process 
You will be shortlisted for interview based on your application. The interview process typically lasts 
for two hours via Zoom. The following selection procedures are designed to assess your suitability 
to train to teach: 
 
• You will be asked to prepare and lead a subject-based activity for a small group of children and 

present this to the interviewers (role play) 
• You will complete tasks designed to evaluate your fundamental English and Mathematic skills 
• You will also have an individual interview with members of the course team which will include a 

discussion about your curriculum and subject knowledge 

 
Assessment 
Assessment is typically through the completion of a range of classroom activities, written 
assignments, reports, personal subject audits and the development of portfolios of evidence. There 
are no formal examinations and the assignments are carefully designed to help you to develop your 
teaching practice further. Upon successful completion of the programme we recommend Qualified 
Teaching Status be awarded by the Department for Education. 

 
How school placements work 
For all trainees, their school-based training is the central element of their initial teacher education. 
You will undertake at least two compulsory placements as part of your course and will spend 120 
days in at least two schools. You’ll benefit from being able to observe experienced teachers, from 
practical hands-on experience and from supportive mentoring to help you to develop into a 
confident and successful teacher. 
 
You will experience the wider role of a teacher in primary education. You’ll have the support of 
both subject and professional mentors in schools who will help you to develop your practice 
through observations, planning meetings, weekly tutorials, reports and in-depth lesson evaluations. 
 
Your university tutor will visit you in school to guide, support and evaluate your progress. There is 
an emphasis on practical engagement with the curriculum whilst developing your understanding of 
the theoretical perspectives which underpin the best models of classroom practice. 
 

For further information contact: 
j.brierley@brighouse.calderdale.sch.uk  
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Courses we offer… 
 
• Art and Design 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Design and Technology 
• English 
• Geography 
• History 
• Mathematics 
• Modern Languages 
• Music 
• Physics 
• Primary 
• Religious Education 
• Business Studies 

 

For further information contact: 
j.brierley@brighouse.calderdale.sch.uk  
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